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Dear Friends 

What a lovely summer! And I don’t just mean the weather. We have been busy with a variety of 

activities, not least our building works. I feel I have watched the “stubby” tower be replaced plank 

by plank, and it’s great to see the roof tiles now going on about the office. 

Our sanctuary is moving towards completion. The bulk of the work within it has now been 

completed, and we are now looking at the things that will impact on our use of the building. We 

now will think  about the lighting, flooring, sound-system etc. but all being well, we are looking 

towards returning to Govan Cross for worship for Christmas.  

To get us there, we will have a final push on fundraising and grant applications, but we have been 

endowed with great generosity, particularly by our own congregation, and so as God has provided, 

we have faith that what we need will be given. 

Returning to Govan Cross will bring some changes. The space we will have is very different to the 

space we presently use at Linthouse. The building itself, because of the impact of the rot works, 

means that it is different to what we once knew.  

We will though be taking time to “settle” in. it is a bit like moving to a new house, you must think 

where you place things, and how get the best from the space. We are already committed to 

increasing our use of our building and open ourselves up to the community around….. please do 

read Jamie’s article in this newsletter, as he gives more details of our next project. Again, we are 

still in the early stages of exploring how this might happen, and we will be engaging in a 

Congregational Conversation to help you have your say……. Watch this space, and we will tell you 

more, when we have more details. 

************************** 

One of our main activities this year has been our “An Untold Story” Art Exhibition. We had several 

workshops led by artist Veronica Jane Lynch, culminating in the exhibition in the former RBS bank 

during the European Championships. Nearly 500 people viewed the exhibition which featured 

artwork from our youth organisations, Messy Mondays, the Meeting Place and local schools. Our 

artists were aged from 2 – 92, and many more contributed to the development of the painted 

glass that will feature in the refurbished Govan Cross building. 

During this time, we heard many different stories about life in both Govan and in the church in 

years gone by. Those stories now become intertwined into our present stories and add to the 

history which future generations will recount.  

Our faith is about our story with God, of his love and faithfulness to us, and of our response to that 

love. In the unfolding of the new building, we will have new stories, that will be ours to share. Our 

past is important, giving us foundations to build on, but what we do now is equally important. We 

shape the future.  

I am excited by the possibilities we have as a congregation before us, and I am grateful for the 

energy, enthusiasm, and insights of our elders and those leading our organisations who have 

helped sustain our congregation through these years of disruption. 

*************************** 



It was delightful news to hear that one of our own had been recognised in the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours. Sandra MacDonald, our Girls’ Brigade Captain and an elder, has been awarded a MBE for 

her services to both Girls’ Brigade and Govan and Linthouse Parish Church. Well done Sandra, and 

enjoy your trip to Windsor. We look forward to seeing both the MBE, and maybe even catch a 

glimpse of your hat! 

We also send congratulations to Girls’ Brigade Scotland who celebrate their 125th anniversary this 

year. Several of our officers, and some past officers of both the 10th Glasgow and the 34th Glasgow 

gathered either for afternoon tea or for the award dinner in Glasgow recently. Karen Stevely 

gained her Ruby service award for 40 years’ service as an officer. Again, well done Karen! 

With all good wishes 

 

Eleanor McMahon 

Interim Minister 

 

************************************* 

Dear Govanites and other Pilgrims, 

It is with a heavy heart I take note of the short time left on my placement here at Govan & 

Linthouse Parish Church. My final Sunday will be on 26th August, during which I will lead the whole 

service and preach. My time here at Govan has been challenging but heart-warming; challenging 

because of the many strains on my personal life at this time e.g. chicken pox of all of my four 

children and a sudden illness of my mother; Heart-warming because I got to know you all and felt 

part of a family, so very quickly, due to your warm and open welcome. Eleanor’s leading as a 

supervisor has been challenging and heart-warming too: I would hope and expect nothing less 

from an experienced and skilled minister and a supervisor   So I have been blessed abundantly 

and in many ways; my hope and prayer is that the blessing has been mutual and that some 

enduring friendships have been forged in the short time I have been here.  

I’m excited to be watching from side lines your church moving into ‘new pastures’, into the 

renovated building and to the next phase, of calling a new minister, in due time. I’m hoping I 

might be able to come and see you at the time of the move, provided my new placement in 

September allows it. So let’s just not call this good-bye for ever; at the same time as you as a 

church are moving to the new, I hope and trust you will continue to cherish and nourish also the 

old. It has been my pleasure and joy to be part of the Govan Old daily services during my 

placement and I cannot but hope that the service and the daily fellowship it provides will continue 

for another 100 years at least, as it is fully crafted into the program of the ‘renovated & renewed’ 

church. It’s a bit like a wedding: something old, something new, something borrowed and 

something blue…I will provide the ‘blue’ as I will feel the ‘blues’ of leaving this church which is so 

dear to God. 

Mirjam (Miriam) Murphy 

Candidate for Ministry of Word & Sacrament 

 

 



God’s Gang 

In June we had our annual prize giving service and trip to Wellsfield Farm Park.  It 

was a very lively service. All the children of the Church were represented in this 

special service.  We all thoroughly enjoyed the puppets by Clincarthill Church. The 

songs and bible stories performed by the puppets were excellent and loved by 

everyone. A special thanks goes to Lena Caldwell for presenting the children their 

awards.  

After Church we all headed to Wellsfield for the day. Once again we were blessed by 

lovely weather. Everyone, especially the children, had a fun time. We all headed 

home tired and happy after a great day. 

At the start of this new academic year our thoughts, and prayers, are with all our 
children as they begin another school year. We wish them every success in their 
studies. 
 
As we look forward to a new session at God’s Gang I would like to thank the ministry 
team, all the Church families and congregation for their continued support. 
 
Karen Stevely  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



The Guild 

 

I’m writing this just before I go on my annual holiday and I am looking forward to a great week as I 

know a number of our members are looking forward to the opening of the Guild, it’s nice to hear 

that many look forward to October and that a few would prefer I brought it forwards. 

This is the beginning of August and we are busy organising our syllabus which is well underway. 

We are very grateful that so many people are keen to visit our Guild and are happy to come back 

and entertain us, this means you will be seeing some well known faces as well as some new ones. 

The last session finished in May with our AGM and cream tea. Our outing was on Monday 11th 

June to Aberfoyle and Callander and we had a great day with only the one rain shower.  Many of 

us spent our money in some of the bargain shops and unusual shops the towns have to offer.  My 

favourite part, as usual was in the Woollen Mill in Aberfoyle where I could actually pet some sheep 

 High tea in Callander was great with plenty to eat and amazing cakes. 

A few of us will be travelling to Dundee at the beginning of September to the Annual Gathering 

and starting this year there is another option with Thornliebank Guild opening their doors to local 

Guilds to part take in the Annual Gathering via video technology without the travel to Dundee, this 

might be something to think about in years to come. 

I hope you have all had a restful summer and I look forward to seeing you in October.  If you have 

been thinking about joining us but haven’t gotten round to it then please take the plunge and 

come and join us, you will Be most welcome, there is no age barrier and we welcome men too. 

God Bless 

Love Elspeth 

 

Communion 

 

We celebrate communion on the last Sunday of each month at Govan Old at 9.45am and on 

Sunday 2nd September at Linthouse at 11am. 

 

Members Deaths 

Mrs Elizabeth Kennedy 

Mr John Frame 

 

Baptisms 

Beaux Grant - 24th June  

Harlan Cameron – 5th August 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 



 

34th Glasgow Girls’ Brigade 

Since the last magazine we have had a great weekend at Ardeonaig Outdoor Centre at Loch Tay 

on 18th-20th May. 

On the way there we stopped at the Maid of the Loch restaurant at Loch Lomond and had a 

carvery. 

At Ardeonaig we did archery, the rope course, challenges and took the Canadian canoes out onto 

the loch. Everyone had a great time. 

On the way home we enjoyed a visit to the Sealife Centre at Loch Lomond where we got a guided 

tour. Thank you to Linda for bringing the packed lunches up to us on the Sunday. 

Veronica Lynch, the artist, did some screen printing of t-shirts with the girls which they all 

thoroughly enjoyed. 

Some of the officers will be going to the GB specialised training on Saturday 1st September where 

we will pick up some new ideas for the new session. 

The company will be starting back on Wednesday 5th September at 6.30pm. If you know of any 

school aged girls who would like to join us please send them along. 

Hope you’ve all had a good summer 

Sandra MacDonald 

 



119th Glasgow Boys Brigade 

 

We are looking forward to the start of the new session on Friday 7th September 2018 and hope that 

it is another successful and enjoyable time.  Events that we are looking forward to include the 

Partick District Sports Night in October, Battalion Panto in December and various other District and 

Battalion events and competitions.   

We hope to continue our success in the colouring in competitions this year, where we won prizes in 

each one that we entered last year. 

We look forward to welcoming new members to both sections and hope that Oscar, Kayden, Kian 

enjoy the new challenges as they move into the Junior Section. 

Section times are: 

Anchor Section – 6pm to 7.15pm 

Junior Section – 7.30pm- 9pm 

 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Marion MacKinnon & Staff 

119th Boys Brigade 

 

The Meeting Place 

 

As a faithful regular attendee at the Meeting Place I felt I should say a few words about it...the 

Meeting Place started after general discussions that this might be a chance for members of the 

church and the community to get together over lunch and just chat.  This sounds such a simple 

silly thing but we have now been going for 8 months and everyone who attends really enjoys it.  

We started off in Govan Cross but since the renovations works started we have moved to the quiet 

room at Linthouse so if you are interested in coming along that’s where you’ll find us, each 

Thursday from 12-1.30pm.  It’s attendees are all church folk but if you know of anyone you think 

would like to come along then please spread the word.  The set up is simple, bring your lunch with 

you and eat it in the company of others over a cuppa with some chat to go alongside it.  There is 

no cost involved and no attendance book so you come if you want and don’t worry if you can’t.  

Most of us live alone and are happy with our own company but it’s nice to spend time with others 

over lunch without it breaking the bank. 

We had a visit from Veronica, our Artist in residence, and we were involved with the glass painting 

for the panels in the church.  This was a wonderful experience and means that when we are back 

at Govan Cross we will all have a part in the new artwork. 

The highlight of the groups was our trip to Helensburgh where 4 cars and passengers set off for 

the day, the weather was beautiful and the journey was not too long.  Once we arrived we all split 

up and went our separate ways to explore what was on offer.  Elsie and I had a lovely walk, some 



walked along the prom, some went to see the shops and tearooms, charity shops and well known 

draperies.  Elsie and I made an executive decision about where we should eat and booked a slot in 

a wee cafe.  The food was wonderful with fish and sausage teas, bread and butter and some even 

managed a sweet.  Before we left we took another stroll along the prom and then all headed 

home. We all had a great day out with company, chat and food and hope to make this annual 

outing. 

If anyone would like to join us then please do, just bring your lunch, your chat and a smile. 

Best wishes 

Elspeth 

ACTION AID AND MARYS MEALS 

HI EVERYONE, 

IT DOESNT SEEM THAT LONG AGO SINCE I WAS THANKING EVERYONE FOR 

THEIR SUPPORT...I HOPE YOU ARE ALL ENJOYING THIS GOOD WEATHER ...IT 

DOESNT FEEL LIKE SCOTLAND. ONE OF THE THINGS I NOTICED WAS HOW 

HOT AND THIRSTY I WAS AND KEPT GOING TO ENJOY A LOVELY COOL DRINK. 

IT MADE ME THINK EVEN MORE OF THE POOR PEOPLE WHO STILL HAVE TO 

WALK MILES TO GET WATER AND NOT JUST A FEW STEPS TO THE 

KITCHEN...SO YOUR SUPPORT OF THESE TWO CHARITYS IS SO SPECIAL, AND I 

CAN’T THANK YOU ALL ENOUGH...WE BROKE THE £6,000 BARRIER EARLY IN 

THIS YEAR AND ARE NOW HEADING FOR THE £7,000 MARK...YOU ARE ALL 

STARS...ANYONE ELSE WANTING TO DONATE PLEASE TRY AND CATCH ME, I 

HAVE SEVERAL WEE BOXES OR FOR ACTION AID IT IS STILL JUST £6 PER 

ANNUM. 

GOD BLESS.....ROSE 

Harvest Sunday 

Sunday 16th September 

All good gifts around us,  

are sent for heaven above,  

so thank the Lord, so thank the Lord,  

for all His love. 

 

We celebrate Harvest Sunday this year on Sunday 16th September. It’s a real opportunity to bring 

our own sense of thanksgiving, and celebrates God’s goodness within our lives. 

We again will take “dry” goods, and our donations will be taken to the Lodging House Mission in 

the east of the city. They work with the homeless of Glasgow, and our gifts go a little way in 

helping them do that work. 



#throwbackthursday 

Were you married or baptised in one of the buildings that embody Govan and 

Linthouse Parish Church? If so then we need your photos!! We are running a 

‘throwback’ (photos that were taken over the years in or outside the churches that 

have made up GLPC) each Thursday on our facebook page @govanlinthousep and 

are looking for some familiar faces to post.  Please like and share the church 

facebook page if you haven’t already and keep your eyes peeled for our throwback 

posts  Thank you to all the people who have sent in pictures so far.  

****************** 

I would like to thank everyone who sent me cards and congratulated me on being 

awarded an MBE. The Investiture will take place at Windsor Castle in November. 

 

This was a great surprise to me and I would like to dedicate it to all the Youth 

Workers in the Church and to everyone who has worked so hard to get the Church 

renovated at Govan Cross. I'm looking forward to a fresh start in a building that is 

new to us all. 

 

Thanks again, 

 

Sandra MacDonald  

 

Get Well Soon 

A wee note to all our church family who are feeling under the weather and 

haven’t been able to make church.  We are thinking of you and you are in our 

prayers.  If you know if someone is unwell and in need of a visit then please let 

us know. 

 

Thank you 

Our thanks go out to all who help with the running of the church, be it clearing 

things away, helping with teas, the count, the setting up, the clubs, the drop offs 

and pickups, the fixing of things, the painting, the weeding, the rubbish 

collecting, and everything else I can’t think of. Without all the help and support 

many of the things we run would not be possible.  Your help does not go 

unnoticed and it is very much appreciated. 



Shoebox Appeal 

It’s that time again when we start thinking about shoeboxes! Can’t believe it is a 

year since we last filled our shoeboxes. We were as usual blown away by the 

generosity of the congregation and managed to fill a fantastic 203 boxes!  That’s our 

record so far and we would love to beat it this year... 

We are looking for – toiletries; especially toothpaste and soap, stationery, hats, 
gloves, scarves, underwear, face cloths, small toys, colouring pens or pencils, 
sweeties (no chocolate and a good sell by date), socks, etc basically anything small 
enough to fit in a shoe box and put a smile on someone face.  If you want to help 
but are unsure what to get then money donations would be very much appreciated.  
We have in the past shown video clips of children receiving our boxes and it makes 
me for one realize how much we have and how little they have 
All items must be new and no talcum powder or chocolate. 
 
We will accept any items, and empty shoeboxes, from now until Sunday 7th October 
but the earlier we have things the easier it is to assess what we still need. 
 
Let’s see if we can beat last year’s total, as you will see from the photos below we 
have already made a good start. 
 
Many thanks in advance. 
 
Karen Stevely 
 

           



 



 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Contacts: 
 
 

Rev Eleanor McMahon 
Interim Minister 

07974116539 
e.mcmahon212@btinternet.com 

 
Rev Andrew Thomson 

Pastoral Assistant 
0141 641 2936 
07772502774 

thethomsons@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Elspeth Millen 
Session Clerk 

0141 445 6479 
glpcglasgow@googlemail.com 

 
Frank Brown 

Treasurer                               
0141 892 0283 

frankbrown697@btinternet.com 
 

Gillian McIlreavy 
Communication Co-ordinator 

07811332632 
Church Office Tel: 0141 445 2010 

glpcglasgow@googlemail.com 
 

For more information on our church and activities please visit our 
website at:  

www.govanlinthouseparish.org or our facebook page at: 
Govanlinthouse Parish 
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