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Dear Friends

Oh the delight of seeing the first of the springlbspop up from theground Such a simpléhing
that can lift the spirits, and create, for a second at least, a moment of joy. Watlddlys now
beginning to stretchit is amazing how the year moves on.

We have also moved on with our building works at Govan Cross. The builders have started on the
sanctuary, and we have been able to think about what lighting and heating we need befaramw
move back. There continues to be the juggldimdnce and with that themanagemenof the

project. | am indebted tohe help and support given by Tony Ireland who faithfully supptire
congregation through this last period of time, and with thia¢ incredible work of folks within the
congregation who have got on with the task of rebuilding Govan Cross. We still have a bit to go,
and the journey will have its ups and down, but hey, | think we are used to that. God seems to give
answers to the ch&dnges thatwe face, and we are hopeful teturn to Govan Cross autumn.
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Many of youhave met Jamie, our Research and Development Facilitator. He has been helping us
develop our community contacts, and with that he is outlimmthin the magazine two different
projects that will help our future development. One relates to the painted windows at Govan
Cross. They depict industrial Govan, and tell the story of the Govan that mgoy &how well.

They arepart of our continuingstory as a congregation, marking not only our place within the
extended Govan community, bthiey will help us as we create a new story about the church in
Govan and Linthouse.

Who we are, and what we represent, becomes a vital part of our telling of ®urstory. Yes, we

are shaped by our history, and that will remain an important part of our identity. The gospel
though, is about how God continues to work in the world, not just in past times, but on what He is
doing in the here and now.

Also in the magame, you will see a report from the TSG. The Transition Support Group are a group
of people from the Church of Scotland who accompany the congregation through the interim
ministry period. They met folks at an open meeting with the congregation early imdgarand

took time to listen to the congregation. From that, a set of aims and objectives have been
established, and the Kirk Session will use these to guide their work in the corammys. Itis

important torememberthat these serve as a guide, and siply a question of ticking boxes.

We can change them if need be and provide focus to our future direction of travel.

It is that part that makes me feel excited. The windows in Govan Cross are unfinished, and the
project, will hopefully see them finisheButure generations will look back on them, and on the

work we have done, and hopefully find that we built a strong foundation for them. Adding to
KAal2ddiBgi @ | Aa {G2NEX® D2RQ&a AYGSNIOlAZ2Y HAGK
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Through Lehwe are holding a series of Lenten Gatherings. Colotinrigr grownups has
becomefashionable and so we will have some large sheeatvailable, that will helpveke stories

and sharing with each other. Look out for the dates, and drop in if you a®imaWe will also

hold our Holy Week services, and full details are given in the magazine and in our monthly update
sheet.

Meantime, in this reflective season of Lent, let us remember the graGodfthatallows us to live
with the imperfections of botlourselves and of others. Grace is what we celebrate at Easter.
Grace as the undeserved, but wholly given love of God.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship ldbly Spirit be
with you all.

With every blessing

Eleano r
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Hi Folks,

52SayQi aSSy lye GAYS aAyOS L gla tFLad oNRGAY
but as | write this ifeels like we are in the dead of wintéralking of whichl, hope you all haa
greatChristmas and New Year and feel refreshed.

As you know we started up a new group called The Meeting Place which you can read more about
fF G4SN AY GKS YI3lITAySo LGQ&a 06SSy 3I2Ay3 5SSt
all so please comalong and see us and feel free to bring a friend.

Please can | remind you to let me know if anyone is ill or in hospital, it would surprise you to know
OKFG a2yvySaayvySa GKS YSaal3asS R2SayQd 3ISaG LI aasSRr
times than not at all My mobike number is on the back page glease feel free to get in touch.

Take care of yourselves and each other

Andrew
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They say that time flies when you are having fun, this certainly must be theat&msan &
Linthouse Parish. Unbelievably, | am already a third of the way through my time with the Church
and | am extremely thankful to all for such a warm welcome.

The past three months have been fast paced as | have gotten to know those within the
congegation, the team and other organisations within the area. December saw us undertake a



W/ KNARAGYlL A ¢ {1{S20SND 4 /IFS Mo |y AYTF2NYI§
to attract fourteen new faces to the night and it was wonderful bae an evening together
celebrating the festive season.

| have been heavily researching into the Govan Cross building and the community as a whole,
discovering interesting stories about its history and how we might use this in the future of the
Church. A | NBadzZ 64 6S KI @S RSOA&ASR W'y !'vyaz2tR {4
through the European Festival 2018. This project would see Govan & Linthouse Parish work with

an artist and the local community to-tell the story of the Govan Css building and Greater

Govan, whilst highlighting mental health issues. It would also see the completion of the painted
GAYR254 08 5lyye hQbSAft GgAGKAY GKS D2@gFy |/ NBRa
these paintings or would like more inforii@n on the project it would be great to hear from you

as we move it forward.

| also presented my current findings to the Kirk Session, as well as a larger piece of work about the
opportunity that faces the Church as we look to move back to Govan Chugse to share this
with the wider congregation very soon.

At this timethere is a very practical way that members could hélg @2 GAy 3 F2NJ W! y
There are two ways that people can vote for their favourite proposals: online, and in person at
libraries, community facilities, or at the Share & Decide Event. Everyone in the community will be
welcome to vote for their five favourite proposals. You will need to give your name and postcode

to vote. Libraries and community centres throughout Glasgmvaavare of the Our Place Fund

vote and will be able to support people to take part. Online voting will be live from 5 Felagy@ary
March. The link to the voting page will be shared online at
www.glasgow2018.com/festival2018/ourplacefund

The Share & Decide event will take place on Saturday 10 March 2018, and will be held in Glasgow
City Chambers. Refreshments and entertainment will be provided. This event will bring applicants
together to share their creative ideas and be inspired by the other proposals. People can view and
vote from 11lamg 3pm, with the final decision announced at 4pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.

| look forward to sharing more in the coming months as | continue to remteSovan & Linthouse
Parish.

Many thanks,

Jamie Goodwin
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Members Deaths

Mrs Bessie Nicok February 2018


http://www.glasgow2018.com/festival2018/ourplacefund

The Guild

| do hope you all enjoyed Christmas and New Year although it now seems like ages ago. The time
for the Guid to restart is fast approaching and we will be back to our regular meeting as of
Monday 28" February at 7pm in the Linthouse Building and we have an exciting programme ahead
with plenty to keep us busy.

On the run up to Christmas we had some lovely taghth the Christmas direr being one of my
favourites. V¢ were served a delicious dinner from a lady called Margaret who comes in, takes
over the kitchen and cooks up a storm not to mention setting all the tables up and doing all the
dishes afterwardsL QY & dzNBE &2dz gAftf |ff FF3INBS GKIFIG  RA
else makes it and does all the hard work and you just get to enjoy it with great company to top it

all off. We were visited by Santa Clause during the evening and we bddvwély Andrew as our
compeae. Also our Christmas would not be complete without a carol service where we sang,
enjoyed readings and remembered the great joy that Christmas brings to us all. A lovely start to
the holiday and now the time has come for us to bgdther again and sharing Monday nights.

We have some great nights planned for the Guild and we have the pleasure of welcoming back
Rev Tom Pollock from Sherbrook Church. He so impressed us last time that we rebooked him
again for our opening night. Weill also have a talk on our local parks one night, then our annual
YAIKG 91aideg22R ¢KSFGNB G2 asSS GKS YdzaAOlFf Wbi
we win any of the many raffles. One of our speakers for last year was Rev AqubatSihg was
dzy 6t S (2 @GAaird a2 LQOS |a1SR KSNJ G2 FAd dza |
March.

We celebrate the beginning of Holy week by joining the congregation for the Monday evening
service on 28 March. Later we will be eoying listening to¥f S G S NE  Farhawinga 5 S & ¢
NBELI FNRY LINR2SO0G W[ SiQa 3ASG (23SGKSNR> + NBid
the DVD of the Annual Gathering, return of the concert party, the AGM and our Cream Tea and |
hopewe will arrange a trip to suit everyone. As y@nee a pretty busy time ahead of us.

Again may | thank Betty and all my committee for their hard work keeping things right.
There will always be a welcome to anyone wishing to visit us.
With love and blesing

Elspeth

Communion

Our nextSunday Morning @nmunion Servicén Linthousewill be on Sunday®March and we
hope to see you there. Ougecond collection will be for The Glasgow Night Shelter.

Please also remember there is a monthly Communion & miGovan Old. This is held on the last
Sunday of each month at 9.45am.



2 Ch 9y @St2L5Qa

C2N) 6K2aS 2F &2dz K2 | NS O2yFdzaSR | a G2 ¢gKe @&
only some) the answer is pure and simply to make our bookkeeping andicitollection process
easier and better.

We hope this has not caused too much confusion and if you need any further information, please
speak to June Little or Sandra Harvey.

CKFyl @&2dz FaAFAyYy G2 |ff K2 dzaS (Kbtasy@St 2 LIS &
payer thenpleaseget in touch with us, it helps the church out and means we can claim back Gift
Aid on your donation. If you are putting it in the collection bag anyway then its better if we can
claim the tax back on it. Every penny couhts

Thank you
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D2RQ&a DI y 3
As we look forward to Easter our Nativity at Christmas seems a long time ago.

We do hope you enjoyed our service. | think all the children performed well. Remembering all
their wordsand actions. Or soloperformers and the singing were excellent too. We do have such
a talented group of kids.

It is so good to hear that the children enjoy taking part. So much so that they would like to do
more plays throughout the year!

on1f"CSo NHzl NBE BRNKARYRENh&IAYIQ (G2 .Sttt K2dzadzy
Linda, took part in a tubing session. This is sledging, on the dry ski slope, sitting on a giant rubber
doughnut! The session lasts an hour. Everyone had lots of fun sledging down. The atking

the hill is a bit more tiring. The weather was cold, but sunny, which was great as the forecast had
beenforsnow, 2 dzQf t &aSS a2YS 2F 2dzNJ FFo LK20G2a FaGdl C

' FGSN) GdzoAy3a 6S KSFRSR G2 tATTI 1dzi ®anyJ I YSI
outing!

A lesson from lvy at the tubing

After 1slide downthe hilt 6 L R2y Qi fA1S GKA&D /Ly L adz2LKE
After 2%slide downthe hita L & G KA & édLJLJQéSR G2 0S8 FdzyKé
Aftergdslidedownthehiltd¢KIl'j gt Tdzy ¢ &

After 4" slide down thehilktd 5 A R & 2d ééé K2g Flald L oSyuaKé

She then continued to sledge for the rest of the hour with a smile on her face.

If we all try something that scares us and we keep going who knows, we may end up loving it!



We all hope that spring will soon be here ahdt you all have a Lovely Easter.

Thank you
Karen Stevely
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the girls and officers.

On 18" February, there is a rededicati for leaders at the Hallmark Hotel in
Glasgow. This will be followed by an afternoon tea where we will get to meet up
with officers from other districts.

Our first celebration event for the girls takes place at Auchengillan on the 10
March. At Auchenglan, there will be a variety of activities for the girls and they will
also get to meet girls from the other districts of Greater Glasgow Division.



OurAnnualDisplay will take place earlier than usual so please make a note in your
diary. It will take mice on Friday 20April 2018 at 7.30pm in the McLeod Hall,
Pearce Institute. We hope to see you there!

There is a National event taking place on th& 2®ril at Kelburne Country Park. We
have been given 15 places for our Juniorstogotothisand therts A & W! al |
| FGGSNR&a ¢S tFNI&@dQ LQY &adzaNB Al gAff ¢

Our weekend away will be at Ardeonaig Outdoor Centre at Loch Tay. We are leaving
on Friday 18 May and will return on the ZbMay.

As you can see we are going to have a very busydwaethe next three months.

We thank you for your continued support of our company and hope to/seat
our Display on the 20April.

Sandra MacDonald

34" GlasgowDA N 8Q . NA 3| RS
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Scottish Racial Justice Supdgervice 11 Feb 2018

C2N) 6K2aS 2F @&2dz K2 R2y Qi 1y26 L Y y26 2V
Matters Committee (ERIM for short), and | hope to keep you informed of some of the items that
come up.

| had the privilege of attending th service at Cardonald Parish Church. It was a very moving,
ecumenical service, and during it we heard of some of the work going on in Glasgow and in
Scotland. RewVilliam Young told us why the work of Scottish Churchestmtnan Trafficking is

so impatant and Margo Uprichard told us about The Space, in Govanhill. In The Space they are
currently working with the Roma community, a group who are so used to being mistrusted that
they find it hard to trust anyone. Their literacy class is not about tegcpeople to read and write

in a second language, it is teaching people who have never had a chance at any education at all.
She said that the first 3 weeks were spent in simply teaching them to hold and use a pen. Yet
those same people, who were dismissofeeducation, are now starting to see the possibility of

their kids one day going to University.

We were also commemorating some very special anniversaries.



Dr Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in 1968, 50 years ago this year. We heard redordings o
SEOSNLJia FNBY &2YS 2F KAa aLISSOKSad 1S al ARZ
Fo2dzi GKAy3Ia GKFG YIFGGSNWDE

Nelson Mandela was born 100 years ago, in 1918. He was released from prisdh leebtdary
1990, exactly 28 years beforethisséng (221 LI FOS® IS &FARX da! a f:
IANRa& AySldzZtAade LISNARAAG Ay 2dzNJ 62NI RX y2yS 2

And finally, I have to mention the delicious buffet that Cardonald laid on for us afterwards.

Elsie Donald
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Souper Sunday 2018

This year we will be holding our Souper Sunday service on Sunday M&tchhistheme of the
AaSNPAOS (GKA& &SEFENIAas G¢KS fSrad 2F GKSasSés |

As always this will includanch afterwards. Those of you who have attended one of these before
will know that instead of the simple soup and bread recommended by the Church of Scotland we
always have a lovely meal of soup, sandwiches, cakes, etc. Bearing that in mind, perhaps you
would like to contribute what you would normally pay for a nice lunch out somewhere. There will
be Gift Aid envelopes available so that those who pay income tax can get the Government to pay
back some of that tax to the charity involved. (Did you know thiat adds an extra 25% to your
donation?)

Equally important are your prayers, and hopefully the service will help you to focus them, as we
look together at the work which the Church of Scotland HIV Programme helps to fund: work to
benefit some of the 2.iillion children under 15 years of age who are living with HIV.

al N2Qa YSIta FyR ! OlAzy !

Hope everyone is keeping warm and well in this really cold weather . Hopefully spring is just

around the corner, as signs aa#t around us if we look hard enough...little snowdrops and

crocuses appearing and the sun trying hard to come out. Our hearts must go out to those who
R2y Qi KIF@S it (GKS O2YTFT2NIla 2F K2YS S Syzeczes
sunvve in thousands of refugee camps all around the world...but we continue to help the best we
Oy YR LQY &d4dz2NE OoNAYy3I K2LIS (2 f20a 2F LIS2L} S
good team. There have been lots of worrying news lately abbatities, and of how much of

their donations are going, not to the people in need, but to the running of it. So | am glad to say



that our two charities hold excellent records for having as low expenses as they can, which means
more of our donations goe®tthe actual people who need it.

Sorry, | have missed a few services lately, and some of you have broughiegayrboxes to
churchthentakeii KSY K2YS | 3FAyX LI SFAS R2y Qi R2 GKI (¢
them on to me...Elspeth espedigl Thanks Elspeth

| pray you all enjoy the coming Easter season T . ) 4 ol Ks
God bless - | 'J aﬁL J? m\l,\' o - =
A v 8 - 2 NN j A ,“

Rose.

The Meeting Place

Since we started up the meeting place o' Tanuary thenumber have increased

week on week and we have just finished one and had 14 people there. There is no

set format to this, it is simply, come along, bring your lunch and eat with friends. We
will supply the tea, coffee and chat. It runs each Thursday ft2#h.30pm in Govan

Cross in the newly refurbished Session Room & Vestry. Come for the whole time or
2dzad I aSOuAz2y 2F AGZI AGQAaA dzLlJ G2 @e2dzx ¢
bring a pal or neighbour.

Smiling is infectious
You catch it like the flu

When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too

I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin

When he smiled I realised
I had passed it on to him

I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth

A single smile like mine
Could travel round the earth

So if you feel a smile begin
Don't leave it undetected

Start an epidemic
And get the world infected.



Lenten Gatherings

A time of Colour

Several standalone gatherings will be held through March leading up to Holy Week. The broad theme is
The Colour of Lent. Adult colouriighas taken off in recent yearandwe willhave a large group

colouring in that will prompt our discussionshéther you lift a pen or not, we witlave time toread, talk,
listen, laugh and share together. The meetings will be spiralifferent places and at different time and
provide space fosimply exploring faith. The provisional dates are:

Thursday8a F NOK X mMoonLIYXod F2ft26Ay3 GKS aSSiAy3d t
Monday 1¥a | NDK X mMMOanl YXXAY (GKS / KdzNDK hTFAOS oA
Saturday 2%a k NOK X mMm®onl YXX® i GKS {lGdzNRI& /I FSO

Holy Week Swices& Events

Palm Sunday 25March @ 11am Sanctuary

Monday 26" ¢ Friday 3¢' March @ 7.00pnx,
Sanctuary
The Tuesday evening will take a different shape
and format and be held in the hall, as we are
I GKSNAY3I F2NI I GwSYSYq
remembering thee we have loved yet lost.
On Maundy Thursday, the Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be served, and on Good Friday,
our service will consist of reading and carols for
Easter.

Easter Sunda@reakfast & Communion <1 April
@ 9.30any Large Hall Linthouse

Easter Sunday T April @ 11am Sanctuary

Pirie Park Primary Easter Assembly Monday"2darchcz § KI @Sy Qi I a &S8id Ozy
of the assembly but it will probably be around 10and we will have it on the hymn sheets
nearer the time.

Thank You

A message of Thanks to ALL who help with the day to day running of things, from washing dishes
to collecting church members to setting up rooms etc. Your help is greatly appreciated and our
OKdzNOK ¢g2dzf RYyQl o6S |a 3INBI G du Chorch€s3un oni (i K 2 dzi
volunteers and kindness.
SO THANK YOU ALL
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‘All God’s creation
is very good!’
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Presbytery of Glasgow
Govan and Linthouse Parish Church
Interim Ministry Transition Support Group meeting"8lanuary 2018

Those present moveihto three groups of 8, each group facilitated by two members of the TSG.
Feedback from the groups highlighted the following

1. Coming to terms with the history
Appreciation was expressed for the ministry of the late ReMoynaMcGlynn. The congregatidrave
been well supported throughout this time, and are now looking to the future.



During the process of Union, it was commented that the Guilds had shown a good example of working
together harmoniously, which had been an encouragement for the congregatmdo likewise. In more

recent times, a deeper sense of trust and unity has also developed, and a strong determination to look to
the future. There was also appreciation expressed for the improved communication within the church in
recent times, especlly between the Kirk Session and the wider congregation.

A stronger sense of commitment within the congregation was also mentioned, and the view that those who
are actively involved in the church are here because they want to be here. That same comnstment
evident in looking to the future and a determination to overcome challenges which might lie ahead,
specifically relating to buildings.

The dominant feelings within the congregation are positive and hopeful, with a determination to begin a

new chapterin the refurbishedsovan Cross building, with a clear sense of identity, and mission and

2dzi NBI OK (2 GKS 201t O2YYdzyAled a2SQNB ySFENIeé (K
on the night.

It was also noted that before a new ministercbe called, the buildings issue needs to be resolved.

Mention was also made of the feeling among some people that there are still three congregations.

However, many felt that this was increasingly less so and the majority are focused on working tagether

one united congregation.

2. Discovering a new identity
Recognising that this is a time of change, several suggestions were made concerning what the congregation
needs now. On a practical note, and looking to the refurbished Govan Cross buildingtafiation of a
lift access to the upper floor was considered a necessity. Others agreed that continued strong leadership, a
clear focus and shared vision are what is required.
From the list of priorities in section two, all agreed that being open andameihg to the community was
of utmost importance. A church in the heart of the community where people can meet and gather on a
daily basis, as well as developing a mission and outreach which would welcome more groups and activities.
And a church which loskto the future rather than the past, open to embracing new ways as part of
discovering a new identity.
Appreciation was also expressed for therk Jamiehasbeen doing, and the importance of building upon
this in the future.
In the course of journeyinfprward and the process of transition, the congregation are discovering a new
identity, which some felt would become clearer once resettled in the Govan Cross building.

3. Planning for the future
In the process of coming together in a Union, determinatiosde it work, good leadership, and a clear
purpose have all been important. Good communication was also considétedly important. One group
also suggested the importance of being open and broad minded in the process.

The images which sum up the hogdesthe future life of Govan and Linthouse included:
A busy church open and welcoming of all the community, and fit for purpose in theshtury.
1 A united congregation with a shared vision for the future and a mission to the wider community.
1 A church wth good connections and relationships with the community, schools, and other
organisations.
1 A church with a strong presence in the community.
1 A church which has the potential to grow and flourish here in Govan.
Conclusion
¢t KS S@OSYyAy3dQa el podithezndichdyagingsThdidvattlearly a sense of determination
to move forward, excitement about the prospect of moving into the refurbished Govan Cross building, and
a commitment to becoming an open and welcoming parish which reaches out teidee Govan and
Linthouse community. All six members of the TSG were greatly encouraged by the work being done by the
Interim Minister, other members of the ministry team, and the congregation.



Aims and Objectives for Govan and Linthouse

9 To continue to prsue funding and support for the ongoing refurbishment of @mvan Cross
building and prepare for a new chapter in the life of the parish.

1 Consider the future use of the Linthouse building, with a realistic assessment of the resources
required to upgrae the building to provide adequate facilities for community use.

1 Continue to discover a new identity which reflects one united congregation worshipping in the
Govan Cross Building.

91 Develop further the Govan Encounters project, ensuring that an emepgajgct is viable, and
appropriately governed, managed and funded.

1 Formvulgte a Mission Strategy which would express who you are as a worshipping com[nunity, your
dzy RSNR Gl YRAY3 2F D2RU& OFfftAy3dIIT @2dz2NJ NBaLRYyaio
agreed to travel.

1 Consider adopting a new name for the worshipping community which reflects the unity of the
congregation.

9 Continue to build upon the existing work of mission and outreach, exploring how stronger
connections with other organisation®id schools could be developed throughout the Govan
community.

1 Explore new ways and expressions of worship and witness in the church.

1 Consider how the congregation might best support any future minister, which following the sale of
the current mansepught to include consideration of the location and provision of a new manse.

1 Review the current roles of the ministry team in conversation with the Presbytery of Glasgow.

9 Ensure that governance issues relating to the longstandingati@mdance of trutees at Kirk
Session meetings are fully addressed.

1 Explore avenues of ensuring the appropriate resourcing of worship within Govan Old.

1 Ensure that policies regarding sajaarding, data protection and other policies relating to the
governance of the comggation are fully in place.

1 Ensure that a tetyear maintenance schedule is developed for the manse, Govan Cross and
Linthouse buildings.

[Prepared by the Reythn Murray, external Interim Minister on the TS January 2018]






