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  Spring 2019 

Dear Friends, 

It is now two years since I joined you as interim minister. We have travelled quite a distance with each 
other, and with much work and commitment from the congregation, we have achieved a return to the 
Govan Cross building. 

We will celebrate that in a service of Thanksgiving and Rededication on Tuesday 26th March at 7.00pm in 
Govan Cross. We want you to come, and to bring as many family and friends that are able. We will be 
extending an invitation to all those who helped us on our way, including our funders, our builders and 
architects, those in the Presbytery and the central offices, who each in different ways, have helped us 
along. It will be a real evening of celebration. 

This service is about us as a congregation. For while it celebrates our achievement, it marks the beginning 
of a new phase of our life. Our new space is not simply for us to enjoy for an hour a week, to keep it as a 
good room, but a space to be shared and used by many different groups. Already, we saw through Narnia – 
the Experience, how flexible our new space is, and we  build up a varied programme to which we will be 
able to invite friends, both new and old. On Palm Sunday evening, we will have again the Flutonics 
Orchestra, well kent friends, and on Good Friday, under the conductor of the Glagow Barons Paul 
McAlinden, we will have a production of St John’s Passion. In May, the Girls’ Brigade will hold their display 
in the church…. a first for them. 

Together with opening up the use of the building, we also want to explore who we are and what it means 
to be a church. This will involve a conversation with the congregation as a whole, and we will bring you 
more details in the Spring. What this means is that I will be with you as interim minister for longer than was 
first anticipated. No time has been set on when I might leave as there is still work to be done at this time.  

There are a few changes that we will have to navigate in the next few months. As you are aware, George 
and Carol retired after 22 years in the role of church officer. The Kirk Session has looked carefully at the 
needs of the congregation, and we will soon be advertising a new role of Church Co-ordinator who will take 
over some of the office administration, together with some of the facilities management of the  building. 
We will let you know when this post is advertised as you may know someone who could fill it. We will also 
be looking for someone who is able to open and close the building when some of groups and events are 
being held. Again, if you know of someone who would be good at this, then let us know. 

We also have a vacant MDS post now that Jamie has left us. We are considering how best this post can 
support our development as a congregation. Our MDS posts are funded by the central church, and so we 
have to work in tandem with them to ensure that our posts match the criteria they set for appointment. 
MDS stands for Mission Development Staff, and the clue is there. These posts have to be more mission 
orientated, with a focus not just on the internal workings of a congregation, but suporting the outreach into 
the community at large. 

All in all, these are changing times for every church community. We can face these changes with fear and 
dread, or we can look for the opportunities that they might open up for us. I have learned many things 
about you as a congregation. I know you are hardworking, determined and want the congregation to grow. 
You will face the future strengthened by what you have achieved in the past. You will bring the same gifts 
to the future that helped sustain you, knowing that the future will be different. We face that with 
excitement and expectation, that God will guide and challenge us. He will ensure that all things are made 
new, and that as we enter into Lent, looking forward to the journey towards Easter, that there is new life 
promised, with new hope before us. 

With all good wishes 

Eleanor McMahon 
Interim Minister  

 

 



God’s Gang 

It seems such a long time since our Narnia inspired Nativity Service. We do hope you enjoyed our 

telling of the Christmas story. The children performed very well as the children from Narnia and 

then as the cast of the Nativity story.  They remembered their lines and actions so well especially 

as we only had one rehearsal!  

There was great excitement at performing in our ‘New Church’!  The sound system, with extra 

microphones, and the larger performing space were a great hit. Adam wants to sing ‘Away in a 

manger’ next time as he knows all the words – so watch this space.  

This year we have talked about Jesus’ escape to Egypt, FROG – Fully Rely On God and how God 

guides us in our life. We tried some of the food that Mary and Joseph may have packed for their 

journey to Egypt – dates, pitta bread, olives and olive oil, grapes and honey. Very tasty.  

We are looking forward to the official opening of the Church in March. The children will be taking 

part in this service which will be a great celebration of our Church, our achievements and our 

future. 

As we look forward to spring -  

 
For flowers that bloom about our feet;  
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;  

For song of bird, and hum of bee;  
For all things fair we hear or see,  
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

For blue of stream and blue of sky;  
For pleasant shade of branches high;  
For fragrant air and cooling breeze;  
For beauty of the blooming trees,  
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 

Amen                                                                                                                                        

by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson 

 

The Guild 

 

We are now into February and it’s only a few weeks until the Guild starts back.  I’m sure you will know that 

on Monday 25th February we will be back at Govan Cross at 7.30pm.  It will be a bit of a strange experience 

as we have been using Linthouse for the last few years and we will have to think about how we will use the 

new space at Govan Cross which is quite exciting. 

The end of last session was very good.  We had our great Christmas Dinner which I’m sure you all enjoyed 

and all our entertainment was led by Andrew and Sandy and our final night was a relaxing carol service.  I 

hope you all had a pleasant Christmas and New Year and I look forward to see you all again soon. 



We have many good evenings planned for the next session and will name but a few…we will have the 

pleasure of Eleanor speaking to us on our opening night, this will be followed by Paul McAlinden with his 

talk ‘from Iraq to Govan’.  Following Paul will be a return visit from ‘Joyce’s Voices’ and we will be going to 

Theatre South in March.  We will be having our usual Monday Easter service at Govan Cross for the start of 

Holy Week and we can enjoy the Annual Gathering on DVD, our bring and buy sale and a visit from Lodging 

House Mission. 

This is a taste of the next few months and we will soon be deciding where our annual outing will be. 

It will be great to catch up with you all on 25th and please remember all are most welcome. 

With every blessing 

Elspeth 

 

Dear Friends, 

It is an absolute pleasure to take my next steps in my journey of faith alongside you at Govan 

and Linthouse Parish.  I may only be here for a short time with you, but the welcome you have 

all afforded to me I find impossible to describe with words.  I have been made to feel part 

of the Govan and Linthouse Family, and that has been a truly humbling and restorative period 

for me. 

Whilst here I will be looking to be involved in the children and youth work within the church.  

I’ve already been involved with children’s addresses on a Sunday morning and hope to become 

involved with God’s Gang, Scripture Fun, Boys’ Brigade, Girls’ Brigade and the Scouts.  I am 

greatly looking forward to getting to know you over the coming months.  Please do not 

hesitate to come and speak to me – I promise I won’t bite! 

Many thanks again for your very warm welcome into your church family, and for your many 

kind words of support. 

Yours in Christ 

Douglas 

 

The Meeting Place 

 

As some of you will know, Andrew has been unwell so in his absence I’ve adopted ‘The 

Meeting Place’…aren’t they lucky? Basically, it’s a great excuse to get out the office for a 

while and have a blether over lunch!! We meet it Linthouse in the small hall from 12-

1.30pm, it’s a ‘bring your own lunch, we’ll provide the tea and coffee’ group.  If anyone is 

in the area and fancies popping along then just give the fire exit door a bang and we’ll get 

you in.  If you are travelling from Govan Cross, then so am I, so you’re welcome to a lift.  

Everyone is welcome to join in and we would be delighted to see you.  There’s a few of the 

regular faces missing due to holidays and other commitments but here’s a wee picture of 

their smiley faces from Thursday past (they were pretending to be camera shy). If you 

want to know more just give us a shout. 

Gillian 

 



 

 

 

34th Glasgow Girls’ Brigade  

Since the last magazine we have been busy. We had a successful Christmas Fayre on 1st 

December in the former Royal Bank and would like to thank all who supported this event.  

We attended the Narnia Experience on Wednesday 5th December and everyone enjoyed the 

experience. Afterwards we stayed in the church hall and did some Christmas crafts.  

The girls had Christmas dinner at the Steam Wheeler, Braehead on Wednesday 12th December 

and were very excited to see Santa there.    

On Saturday 15th December we were invited to carol sing on the Virgin train to Carlisle. The girls 

were able to raise funds for Virgin trains chosen charity of the year which was Rethink mental 

health. As this was the “Santa Express” the girls got to visit Santa on the train.  

When we arrived in Carlisle, we had time for lunch and to see Santa at the station for more treats. 

The girls sang all the way back to Glasgow and everyone enjoyed the trip.   

We were glad to return to the hall at Govan Cross after the new year.  

We are working on items for our display in May including various dances and songs.  

As part of the Brigader’s badgework they are doing a fitness programme. They are cycling on an 

exercise bike on a Wednesday evening and between them they are hoping to clock up enough 

miles to get them to Glenshee and back before the display.  

Our annual activity weekend is on Friday 31st May to Sunday 2nd June when we are going to the 

Compass Christian Centre at Glenshee.   



If you know any school age girls who would like to join us, please send them along any 

Wednesday at 6.30pm.  

 

Sandra MacDonald 

************************************************** 

We have had a winning start to the New Year.   
Farrah, Rudi, Kyle and Angus received Bronze Certificates and Shaun received a Silver Certificate for their 
entries in the Battalion Anchor Section Christmas Colouring-in Competition.   
The Junior Section took part in the Battalion Sports on Friday 19th January 2019 and Oscar, Kayden, Aiden 
and Reilly managed to get into the top ten of at least one event in their age group, but didn’t manage to get 
into a medal position.  However, Jack won a Gold medal in the Primary 4 Shot-putt competition. 
As well as this we have already enjoyed the Battalion Junior Section 10 Pin Bowling, and the Anchor Section 
Lego day when Farrah & Shaun had fun building a train and 3D characters.   
We are looking forward to the competitions and events to come over the coming months. 
We thank you for your continued support. 
 
Marion MacKinnon 
119th Boys Brigade 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Members Deaths 

Margaret Houston & David Sinclair 

 



Happy Holidays…received this post card from Elsie just before I was due to print so I thought I 

would pop it in the magazine so you can all hear how she is enjoying her holiday 😊 talk about 

perfect timing  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ACTION AID AND MARYS MEALS 

 

It does not seem that long since I was last thanking you for your brilliant support, 

time is flashing by so fast.  Gillian is putting a letter from Action Aid into the 

magazine , it lets us see how much our donations are helping, thank you all for 

your constant support, it really does make a big difference.   As for Mary’s Meals, 

in February, all our donations will be matched by the government. As I am writing 

this I am holding between £400 to £500, with still some more to come, which will 

take our total donated so far to nearly £7,200.00. 

The latest news I received, said that Mary’s Meals have now moved into 

Zimbabwe, and have adopted 40 schools there…The amount of children now 

being fed is unbelievable…All from one man’s hope to make a small difference.  

Thank you all once again for all your support of these two great charities. 
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Sign up for Bethany’s 50th Sleep Out! 
 
For many people this winter being out in the cold, out in the darkness and out of chances is a 
reality. 
 
However, we are not out of time. We are challenging YOU to get out of your comfort zone and 
Sleep OUT to support people who are homeless in Scotland. 
 
Since 2002 Bethany Supporters have been involved in 47 Sleep Outs across 9 locations in 
Scotland to raise money for the life-saving work of Bethany Christian Trust.  Join us this year with 
three more Sleep Outs in Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow taking us to 50 Sleep Outs on Friday 
8th March 2019. 
 
The experience will be challenging, but it is nothing compared to what those who have to sleep 
rough have to go through every night. For us, this may be our worst sleep ever, but this is the 
reality for many people in Scotland today. 
 
One of the stories we are sharing this year is from Constantine. Constantine is someone who 
was living on the streets, experiencing violence and abuse daily, “During the winter you’ve 
got nowhere to go so you wander the streets all day in the pouring rain. You try sitting in the station 
but the police just move you on. Which is no fault of them they’re just doing their job, but then 
you’re back out on the streets again just wandering around.” 
 
He was often at risk of violence and abuse. “Somebody shouted ‘oh there’s a human slug - let’s 
see if we can get him squashed’ and dragged me into the road in my sleeping bag. If you’re 
sleeping there’s drunk people, youngsters around who are trying it on… Let’s have a laugh, let’s 
pee on him, let’s see if we can set fire to him”. 
 
Constantine then came across the Bethany Care Shelter and says, “The Bethany Care 
Shelter saved my life. At night at the door of the Church and you just know that tonight I’m gonna 
have a warm place, it’s gonna be safe, I’m gonna be able to sleep”. Bethany offers grace and 
kindness in the shape of a warm bed, love, security and support.  With Bethany’s help, Constantine 
moved into the Bethany Christian Centre then Bethany House and now has his own Bethany Flat 
where he is beginning to rebuild his life. 
 
Constantine found support through Bethany’s services but there are many more people 
struggling on the streets this Winter. By signing up to the Sleep Out, you will be helping to 
support people like Constantine, who are homeless throughout Scotland.   
 
Registration is £5 and we ask that you set your target to raise £100. Over the years at the Sleep 
Out we have raised nearly £400,000 towards ending homelessness in Scotland. This money has 
had a massive impact on so many people’s lives, but we know we need to do more. For example; 
 
£21 could provide a hot meal, a safe, warm bed and specialist support for someone who would 
otherwise be forced to sleep outside.  
 
£75 could pay for a weekly drop-in to support homeless and isolated people gain skills and build 
confidence.  
 
£250 could fund 3 months support for someone who has been homeless and is resettling in the 
community. 
 
Homeless and vulnerable people in our society urgently need your help.  For Bethany’s 50th Sleep 
Out are you willing to have the worst sleep ever?  
 
To find out more call 0131 561 8924 or e-mail sleepout@bethanychristiantrust.com 
Visit www.bethanychristiantrust.com to sign up today. 

mailto:sleepout@bethanychristiantrust.com
http://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/


 

 

 



 

Contacts: 
 
 

Rev Eleanor McMahon 
Interim Minister 

07974116539 
e.mcmahon212@btinternet.com 

 
Rev Andrew Thomson 

Pastoral Assistant 
0141 641 2936 
07772502774 

thethomsons@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Elspeth Millen 
Session Clerk 

0141 445 6479 
glpcglasgow@googlemail.com 

 
Frank Brown 

Treasurer                               
0141 892 0283 

frankbrown697@btinternet.com 
 

Gillian McIlreavy 
Communication Co-ordinator 

07811332632 
Church Office Tel: 0141 445 2010 

glpcglasgow@googlemail.com 
 

For more information on our church and activities please visit our website at:  
www.govanlinthouseparish.org or our social media @govanlinthousep 
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